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SHAPING THE FUTURE OF
RESEARCH CAREERS

SMART Researchers is a Horizon Europe
project committed to strengthening research
careers  through structured support,
competency-based learning, and
cross-sectoral mobility for Early-Stage
Researchers. This initiative contributes to
building a resilient, skilled, and recognised
research workforce ready to lead scientific,
economic and societal change across Europe.

Early-stage researchers (ESRs), particularly in
Widening countries, often experience limited
career support, restricted mobility, and lack of
skill recognition, affecting their career
development and Europe’s research potential.

MEASURING SUCCESS
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Baseline Assessment -
discover your starting point

Career Support Centers (CSCs) -
join and get personalized guidance

Career Pathways - explore
academia, industry, and public sector

Micro-credentials & Certifications -
build your path with recognized skills

I
ESR Career Week & Grand Prix -
showcase your potential

Institutional Support & Mentorship -
grow with Europe-wide community

This journey is aligned with the European
Charter for Researchers and the Council
Recommendation on a European
Framework for Research Careers, ensuring
recognition, transparency, and long-term
employability.

OPENING DOORS TO NEW
OPPORTUNITIES

SMART Researchers is strengthening
research careers by combining high-quality
training with  practical, cross-sector
experience. Using the ResearchComp
framework, the project offers structured
certification across key competencies,
helping Early-Stage Researchers (ESRs)
build both academic and professional skills.

Through partnerships with universities,
companies, and public institutions, SMART
Researchers bridges the gap between
research and the wider job market, opening
up new opportunities within and beyond
academia.

By improving access to meaningful career
opportunities and encouraging mobility
between sectors, the project helps make
research careers more sustainable,
inclusive, and better connected to
real-world needs.
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